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LETTER 


"TCA 


Member of Parliament. 
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T was, I delice, the general 
hope and expectation, that, by 
this time, my fellow-citizens 


might have been felicitated on their 
relief from that preſſure of dearth 
and ſcarcity, under which they have 
—— groaned for ſeveral years 


B paſt ; 


1 
paſt; and ubich but for che vigi- | 
lance and ſeaſonable interpoſition of 

the legiſlative power, would have 
been quite inſupportable. But tho 
the time is 'fulty come when we 
might have ſeeti'the completion of 
our wiſhes, in the reduction of the 
price of every ſpecies of Proviſion, 
the article of Corn more eſpecially, 


this pleafing hope has hitherto pred 
deluſive, the general wiſh is ſtill un- 


accompliſhed, and the expoectation 
even of moderate plenty, if not to- 
tally abortive, ſeems likely to be pro- 
tracted, to the injury, and great diſ- 
coutagement of dur manufacture 
conſequently to the conſumption of 
chem — and ultimately to the inc 
venience of government itſelf, from 
a deficiency in the revenue ariſing 
from thoſe branches of trade which 
ate moſt — affected. 
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Fog tu ithſtanding the many fa- | 
gorablb appearancus, and the flatter: 

dug accounts wich yhichtwe;lbave | 
boen arnuſed ſor — years paſty 
che preſent ſtate of the Cori marlene 
does hut too plainly ſhew chat che 
cuent is in no degree auſwerable ne 
theſo-kindly prognoſtics. } 1 ©, e 


Hanes G e y 03498 305 
Heu then bee hopezfor 
moderate plenty where are we; do 
waere Wire! to hope. for 
want - we are to ſeek. for , preſent 


and thereupon found fuch meaſures, 
131 14 B 2 as 


the general intereſt, neither of which 


ſures can be deviſed which mayo 


1101 
as} may beſt; promote the gemral 


god of this country Andichergy 


dit by the bye, avoid making uſc 
af @ tao common mode of expreſ 
ng vin. Landed and-commersial 
Irrareſis.becauſe I cannot view 
theſe: digundtively-—but I confader 
them as - concomitant: branches uf 


vught to be cramped in:complaiſance 


to the other, becauſe ſuch complai- 


deſtruction af bot. ro wo) 5 
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a ſhall here be aſked what mea 


operate, as to promote each branch 
ob dhe general intereſt in conjunc- 


tian without a riſque of 'fuch:clafh- 


ing as may poſſibiy endanger both 


the ber 
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With 
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nh an intention to her it his 
queſtion, / rather, than — 
of: the-high/-Pric6 of Provitions, as 
ſerral writers haun nelteively 
done, I haveithrown- together ſome 
hints owhichT intended: forgo Tre 
tiſe on this ſubject; but not having 
leiſure to expatiate on them agree 


abie w my: firſt intention I hall 


therefore (preſent them to ou in 
their original dimplicity ; with 
a few of the moſt ſtrikin ubſeruał 
tions and inferences, and: leave it to 
your! botter judgment ii 
420879 mom ORKTUR(Y £8, 2% PDC 
In general, high prices, boch oF 
Gom and other Provihons;.proceegd, 
in great meaſure, from che ſamt 
cauſes are highly influential ow 
each other therefore the ſame re- 


medies 


hands of 
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the def human 
prevent, beirig datiebypcinilentiads 
and theſe cauſes 1 conſider; as the 
moſt effective to e ſoars 


= produce tk 
Aty and dearneſs ſo tunivenially, Jas 


mented. 325! re ufd a 1, S Am 
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[1 Fon inſtauce, Unkingly. Jaſons 
have ſeveral times within n fete 
years. paſt, ocnaſiantd . iſcarcityis f 
— all ſorts.— Unexpttted floods 
have alſal rotted-and-dtowhed great 
ſcarcity as theſe cannot be pra · 
vented. by any human preſcience 
Their effects may ne tertheleſt, be 
gonlidarably ulleviated — 12 
prudenee. Mitt; v1 unt ir 
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There are like wiſe bther catiſer 
Wr arile,dbef dhe eiu 
of the times , $442! ail 
e 433424461 Qin? 4914 

1+ The increaſe of monied? p 
perty among us. This cauſe; * 
it muſt be confidered as an ĩncreaſe 
of national ſtrength, is certainly pri 
ductive of internal partial poverty 
for & ſeaſon: Becauſe ir neceſſurily 
q ,ỹ,q arp le {decreaſe 
of the: ſpocifie value of mony.Fori 
r ene tut an a 
adly, The negeſſity our manu- 
facturers are under of making good 
for foreign markets as cheap as the 
manufacturers in other Countries, 
where mony is not ſo plenty, con- 
ſtrains them to give low wages to 
the laborers they employ it this 
ſeveral branches of manufacture: 


* low wages will not maintain 
_ thoſe 
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thoſe hborer ini; dear times 
rang be meet reg 
tion EIS: 
tures, and laborers The conk- 
qurnoes fich are, dehaſement 
of the ſtaple and workmanſlup, and 
depreciation at foreign markets 
Hence a ſtagnation of trade; dhe re- 
ſult of which, it is very obvious; 
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2 concerns the ant 
Provitions” „ te Jes 
ay ia ant 


0 = in aver place ob- | 
ferve, that the manufacturers of Corn 
for home conſumption, eſpecially: 
the two great branches (brewery 
and diſtillery}, are influenced in like 
manner for if. the prices of grain 


ſuſſer eee, 10 
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3. —— article! 


of: faxtlily expenes/ is — 


Y erer 
the priers to ſuch as 


twenty or thirty yeate ago, would 


eyery article be not advanoet i 
the ſame degree, yet ſomething 


near to equality 


wilt eafily be diſcovered? by every 


_ attentive obſerver Nor can any 
meaſure be deviſed for ſtopping the 
progreſs of dearneſt Ide not lays 
eee, ber ths cute idee car 
2 oceaſion 


be. vin and futile. For although» 


11 


Le death without the, aid of 
— — 
oreign cammerce 
_ —— is in, fayos;..of 
Great Britain>an idea which, ſurely 
rene ip, 10 _ 
a man. 
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undenſihle and practicable. xemedies 
muſt therefore be ſought ton, till 
found-r--expedients ,, which will ſo 


gomport with our commercial in- 


teteſt as at nge to ſupport the land- 


ed. intereſt, hy enabling farmers, la- 
boxers, manufacturers and merchants 
to accommodate themſelves to the 
timeß, ſince the times will not bend 


e eee r „lego 
riEn M endillidt irt to vf 
Now, Hir, as my declared, inten- 
tion is, rather to ſuggeſt ſuch-reme- 
dis han 9 dad die ba ge 


toil!” | 5 


181 
of Clamor and colt pann, 1 
leite ts point Git 


# modus of bounty on . 
{h6wld'be eſtibſiſhed as of 5 once 


vious; and Town I —— 
impediments to che practicabiſity of 
it: which I hope will ſtrike yr 
ſelf, and erery member of the houſe 
of commons, in the fame way; on a 
few minutes reflexion. For Iwould 
propoſe, Sir, that the preſent fixed 
bounty of five ſhillings per quarter 
on exportation, which I think by 
far too indefinite, and therefore in- 
adeqyateto the preſent ſtate of things, 

C23 ſhould 
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ſhould be, by authority of P 
ment, entirely — IN 


will PpRrate: a ag unterpo 
prices. Fer aue de 3 


ing table is preſented to you, whic 
will better illuſtr uſtrate my me: . 
 hew, in a more conciſe 
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Lürhus, when Corn is cheap, the 
fatthet will de eicouraged to fel, and 
2 be largely ly compenſated out of 
po der e the” reſt; his 
crop; (the cauſe of Cheap- 
neſs) may teaſonably be prefanied 
fi t compenfation.——E contra 
Elen the price of Corn hall grow 
afer, enormous prices'rriay be pre- 
ited, by endeavoring to keep! it at 
Wine; inſbmuch that the maufac- 
= will be relieved from the fears bf 
by his manuſactures, and from 
2 temptation of debaſing the quality 
of them; the merchant may export 
goods to foreign markets, oni as good 
terms at leu as our rivals in com- 
Merce, and the laborer be freed from 
_ every probable” danger of diftrefs. 
3 2151 0 | DUDIO2 2c 
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If, in aid of this plan ſomę orher 
lalutary proviſians he made. hy pary 
liament, for encouraging tha pro; 
and, the, ſmaller articles of f 
don as, pigs, geeſe. poultry, Sg, 
Theſe ſmalleg articles. having 
greatly diſcouraged by typ ſorts of 
impigyement, lately, became ge 
much. in vogue among us ; viz; the 
conſolidating, fmall farms into large 


wal or. two on each of the heads 
with oh- leave. 7% 00 erg 506017 
0 VBA T6; ett r 3405 30 
farms in order 9 compoſe ver 
large ones, though by many conſidęer 
ei in the light, of an improvement, 
has conduced not a little · to hac 
the price of Proviſions becauſe al- 
though (as the owners of ſuch lands 
_ contend) 


os, and incloſing commons © 


5 1 ww] 

ond) Mere Mbuld be bopet: of a 
more plentiful produce of Cm. 
the occupiers of ſuch farms, than by 


— — and übility 
(which by cheap is gratis dan 
yet che prodyai 


vett ta: theſe ſmaller-matters,-dr — 
tofifider them as. of little or no im- 
porgance to themſelves. Henceatiſes: 
a ſcarcity of theſe ſmaller urticles 
and a great ſcarcity of any one ſort 
will/undoubtedly:affc& the Price of 
every uther ſort. It muſt/howevery? 

be-ednfeſfed; that mal ,s = 
do nOt — 
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contrary 


L 18 } 

contrary way hoo want of ſome 
Teſffetiend a Htniitationts, in the 
liantent patied © "for! that 
Pole. For If, as one thay fartly 
ppote,” the Bad; in the vicinity of 
450 city, or "ahithifauring” 80, 
weit formerly defined ad ried. 
ls to produce the Teveral = 5M 
of "uftenance” chiefly in requeſt for 
the ſupport of the inhabitants: 
Them it follows that the are 
of any conſiderable portion of Tych | 
BhlI'to the production of an any ching 
Ale befide, muſt" for the preſetit, 
Seca gon a ſearcity of ſomething more 
ulefll and important to chat neigh- 
Börhebtl. "Land, ſot cumple, here, 
tofore in p ge; may be coriverted 
0 dillage, an bir verſa; In either 
Rs To © tel even 


probably ſuffer — in fearde times. 
| But 
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Jkely;30 increaſe, and: —— 
arsch (unleſs the practicę of incloſing 
het Fed b fame, cauionguy 
We agg of ee ee 
Ibaye been Eredibly informed that, 
in ſpung countries; larger tracds of 
3 common field land heretofore. in 
4illage,. but ;now; by. inclofing p- 
e 
produce any ſervicrable tg 
neighboring. towns 2, Becauſę the 
. mmets; of ſueh incloſed commons 
do not chooſe; either 9k feed ſheep, 
4 or ſuckle,lapabs; on e grounds, 
for fame years, in orcęn to gin time 
for the gromth of hedges: By qyhich 
7 — publics e — 
ae e eee 73 m 
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r unleſs. 'every, artiele of. Fall 
tion all be attended to, as well as 
une ſcareity of. anꝭ aue ſort, il 
1 7 ab. influence. the, price. f 
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d be 75 2 riot: 


e — 


; > * 


* 
1 


preſent . ui 
temporary they intend 
ſhort duration, 11 fear ſuc po Wall 
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Me OF as will act petit] gent 
moderation, and why 
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The schen , 

Are and coneern was the produce 
e, Cem, andliit was thought ne- 
2 — and Proper to allow A 'howhty 
of wheat, till he 
— ft 1d-excoed- fix: deri per 
deeds. highly expedient; ar a, fe 
when agriculture. claimed ah un- 
common degree of vigorous aid and 


t. In our day, it has 
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injurious to the manufacturer 


126 } 


price entitled to bgunty., And this, 
as I condeive becauſe by providential 
occurrences, to fay nothing of ogcar 


Kanal, artifices, the price; of, every 
other article of —— 
increaſed, that a 


Corn-market is too ſeverely — 
But however deſirable it may ſeem 
that the price of Provifions ſhould 
be kept lo, it cannot ſurely be 
proper to preſs them down too low. 
Experience has abundantiy N 
chat extreme cheapneſs is equ 


the farmer: Seeing that great mul» 
titudes of laborers, will bot, in ſuch 
cheap times, work more days in a 
week; than will procure them even 
a ſcanty Proviſion for. their ſeveral 
—_—— and wer wake! the _ 
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